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SALT, LIGHT AND A HILL; BE THAT
Part 5

Please turn in your bibles to Matthew 5.

Thus far we have seen who Jesus chooses to work with and through. These are the people who are seen as living the good life and flourishing – even though most people wouldn’t agree because they couldn’t/ can’t see it. Nevertheless, this is how Jesus saw and categorized His hearers – those who believed in His words, His new covenant, and the kingdom He came to inaugurate. Last week we talked about being peacemakers and how that would bring pain to those who are just that – peacemakers. That was the first downside, if we can call it that in Jesus’ message. Now, we can clearly see that all will not be rosy for those who choose to live in covenant with God. Jesus then moves on to more clearly state what living in His kingdom, according to His covenant and His ways will look like. 

So, as we continue to read on in the Sermon on the Mount, the picture becomes clearer and clearer. Jesus will now use some powerful metaphors in order to paint his picture. But we will have to do a little digging in order to put all the colors on the canvas. 


Matt. 5:1   Seeing the crowds, ohe went up on the mountain, and when he psat down, his disciples came to him.

Matt. 5:2   And qhe opened his mouth and taught them, saying:

Matt. 5:3   r“Blessed are sthe poor in spirit, for utheirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Matt. 5:4   “Blessed are vthose who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

Matt. 5:5   “Blessed are the wmeek, for they wshall inherit the earth.

Matt. 5:6   “Blessed are those who hunger and xthirst yfor righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

Matt. 5:7   “Blessed are zthe merciful, for they shall receive mercy.

Matt. 5:8   “Blessed are athe pure in heart, for bthey shall see God.

Matt. 5:9   “Blessed are cthe peacemakers, for dthey shall be called esons1 of God.

Matt. 5:10   f“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for utheirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Matt. 5:11   g“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely hon my account. 12 iRejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for jso they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Matt. 5:13   “You are the salt of the earth, kbut if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet.

Matt. 5:14   l“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 mNor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so nthat2 they may see your good works and ogive glory to your Father who is in heaven.

At this point, Jesus has brought the message to a more personal level. He is no longer speaking in the third person. He is saying, “you” to those who are there. You will be living the good life/ flourishing when people say all manner of evil about you. And then he goes on to say, “you are the salt of the earth, the light of the world, a city that cannot be hidden.” But He also contrasts these metaphors with things that just cannot be; things that wouldn’t make any sense such as salt that is no longer salt; a lamp that is hidden, a city on a hill that cannot be seen. How could any of this be? Are these things even possible? In their own right, they can’t be, but once you move the metaphor to people, then we will see that sadly, they often are exactly what they cannot be. 

We have talked before about salt and how it is/ was a preservative. But there is a little more to it than that. Salt is spoken of in many ways in the bible. So, but to what does Jesus mean when he says we are the salt of the earth/ land? We will look into this, but to home in on the meaning we need to first see that the metaphor of salt is closely attached to light and a city on a hill. Jesus is working off of the words of the prophet, Isaiah. 




Is. 2:1   The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

Is. 2:2   	lIt shall come to pass in the latter days
		that mthe mountain of the house of the LORD
	 shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
		and shall be lifted up above the hills;
	 and nall the nations shall flow to it,
3 	and omany peoples shall come, and say:
	 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
		to the house of the God of Jacob,
	 that he may teach us his ways
		and that we may walk in his paths.”
	 For pout of Zion shall go forth the law,1
		and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
4 	He shall judge between the nations,
		and shall decide disputes for many peoples;
	 qand they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
		and their spears into pruning hooks;
	 rnation shall not lift up sword against nation,
		neither shall they learn war anymore.

Is. 2:5   	O house of Jacob,
		come, let us walk
		in sthe light of the LORD.

We read earlier of how Jesus connects us with light. Now we see the words of Isaiah, which is where Jesus is pulling the analogy. When the prophets prophesied, they did so in poetic form. And this is what we have here. Most poetry rhymes and this is no exception. There is word play here. And in Hebrew it does rhyme. Isaiah is speaking about a time that had yet to come in his day. 

· Torah - instruction
· Yare/ “yorah – to give instruction
· Or – light; as in creation, light destroys the darkness and brings forth creation and flourishing. (as Jesus says we are to do in the sermon on the mount). 
Let’s continue in Isaiah to get the bigger picture. 


Is. 42:1   	eBehold fmy servant, whom I uphold,
		my chosen, gin whom my soul delights;
	 hI have put my Spirit upon him;
		ihe will bring forth justice to the nations.
2 	He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice,
		or make it heard in the street;
3 	ja bruised reed he will not break,
		and a faintly burning wick he will not quench;
		khe will faithfully bring forth justice.
4 	He will not grow faint or be discouraged1
		till he has established justice in the earth;
		and lthe coastlands wait for his law.

Is. 42:5   	Thus says God, the LORD,
		who created the heavens mand stretched them out,
		who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
	 nwho gives breath to the people on it
		and spirit to those who walk in it:
6 	“I am the LORD; oI have called you2 in righteousness;
		I will take you by the hand and keep you;
	 I will give you pas a covenant for the people,
		qa light for the nations,
7 	rto open the eyes that are blind,
	 to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
		sfrom the prison those who sit in darkness.

God is speaking through Isaiah about a servant that will one day come and who will not only bring a new covenant but will be given AS the covenant. Look at how He is described. This of course is speaking of Jesus and we should see the resemblance between this description and what Jesus is teaching. Jesus, through His teaching will bring justice, and in doing so will make peace, (peacemakers). He will be a light, (or to the nations) opening the eyes of the blind and freeing those who are in darkness, (like creation). See the use of light, to enlighten, et al.

Let’s continue. Notice the familiar words and phrases.


Is. 49:5   	rAnd now the LORD says,
		he mwho formed me from the womb to be his servant,
	 to bring Jacob back to him;
		and that Israel might be gathered to him—
	 for sI am honored in the eyes of the LORD,
		and my God has become my strength—
6 	he says:
	 “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant
		to raise up the tribes of Jacob
		and to bring back the preserved of Israel;
	 tI will make you uas a light for the nations,
		that vmy salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”

Is. 49:7   	Thus says the LORD,
		wthe Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,
	 xto one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation,
		the servant of rulers:
	 y“Kings shall see and arise;
		princes, and they shall prostrate themselves;
	 because of the LORD, who is faithful,
		the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”

Is. 49:8   	Thus says the LORD:
	 z“In a atime of favor I have answered you;
		in a day of salvation I have helped you;
	 I will keep you band give you
		as a covenant to the people,
	 to establish the land,
		cto apportion the desolate heritages,
9 	dsaying to the prisoners, ‘Come out,’
		to those who are in darkness, ‘Appear.’

· Once again, the servant is to be a light
· Salvation – Yeshua


Is. 60:1   	bArise, shine, for your light has come,
		and cthe glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
2 	For behold, darkness shall cover the earth,
		and thick darkness the peoples;
	 but the LORD will arise upon you,
		and his glory will be seen upon you.
3 	dAnd nations shall come to your light,
		and kings to the brightness of your rising.

We can see through the words of Isaiah what the servant is to do/ be. He will be a light to the world. Therefore, when we read what Jesus says in Matthew 5, we see that He is doing that by His instruction. He will go on in the sermon to teach Torah. This instruction of how to live will be what brings light to the darkness and frees those who are in darkness. But what else is Jesus doing in this teaching? He is saying, “you” (us) we will be the light. We are to be servants who do the same thing as Jesus is doing. And that tells us what the “light” metaphor is about. 

But what about the salt? 


Ex. 30:35 and make an qincense blended as by the rperfumer, sseasoned with salt, pure and holy.

Lev. 2:13 You cshall season all your grain offerings with salt. You shall not let the dsalt of the covenant with your God be missing from your grain offering; ewith all your offerings you shall offer salt.

Numbers 18:19
19 wAll the holy contributions that the people of Israel present to the LORD I give to you, and to your sons and daughters with you, as a perpetual due. xIt is a covenant of salt forever before the LORD for you and for your offspring with you.”

The sacrifices that were brought to the temple were to be seasoned with salt. But why? Did God just have a taste for it? 
In the ANE, particularly in Greece, salt was seen to be food for the Gods. It was a luxury. It was linked with flourishing – the good life. It brought life in the sense that it was a preservative for meat and also cleansed and purified. Roman soldiers were often paid with salt. Putting salt in water was even a way to make it drinkable in the book of the kings. 

2Kings 2:20 He said, “Bring me a new bowl, and put salt in it.” So they brought it to him. 21 Then he went to the spring of water and bthrew salt in it and said, “Thus says the LORD, I have healed this water; from now on neither death nor miscarriage shall come from it.”

So, we can see that salt is more than a seasoning and more than a preservative. It was a means of sealing a covenant and showing that the covenant would endure. And through all these usages, it brings forth flourishing – the good life. 

Now, when we return to what Jesus said, we have more clues as to what He means – something that goes beyond just how meat was preserved. We are more than a preservative of the land, though we are that. We are a sign of an everlasting covenant brought by the servant of whom Isaiah spoke. Jesus has transferred some of that onto us.

Matt. 5:13   “You are the salt of the earth, kbut if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet.

Matt. 5:14   l“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 mNor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so nthat2 they may see your good works and ogive glory to your Father who is in heaven.

Once again, salt cannot lose its saltiness (although it was graded, in a sense). 

· Trampled underfoot, (to weed the roads), but this is also a phrase used to speak of Israel being trodden under by the nations that conquered them. 
· The point is that this can’t be. Salt cannot lose its saltiness, or it is no longer salt. 
· No one lights a lamp and then hides it under a basket. What’s the point? 
· And there is no way to hide a city on a hill. That is one purpose of building a city on a hill, so that it can be seen from afar. 

Therefore, what Jesus is saying to “you”/ us, is that we are the covenant. We are the ones who are to shine. We are the ones who are to teach God’s ways not just by our words, but also by our lives and actions. It goes back to the imaging we see at creations as being the purpose of our creation. 


This is what will bring the nations to the House of the Lord as we read in Isaiah. We are to be the covenant by embodying it, living it. And what is the ultimate purpose for that? 
. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so nthat2 they may see your good works and ogive glory to your Father who is in heaven.

It is all for the glory of God. Our purpose, as Jesus is telling us is to be salt, light and city that is not hidden. And it is all for the glory of God! Jesus says we ARE these things. We ARE salt and light! Therefore, BE salt and light. If we aren’t being these things, then we aren’t these things. How can salt not be salty? How can light not be light? 

Let’s embody the covenant in order that God may be glorified. And in order to BE that, then we will have to be peacemakers and doers of good works as we just read, bringing justice and peace to those around us. 


Matt. 5:13   “You are the salt of the earth, kbut if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet.

Matt. 5:14   l“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 mNor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so nthat2 they may see your good works and ogive glory to your Father who is in heaven.
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